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MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants 
hereby submit this Information Disclosure Statement, which includes a completed Form 
PTO/SB/08a and one copy of each foreign reference and non-patent publication listed 
thereon. 

The above-referenced application is the United States national phase of PCT 
Application No. PCT/JP2003/0 11008. Copies of the International Search Report (ISR) and 
the International Preliminary Report on Patentability (IPRP) were filed with the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office on February 23, 2006 as part of the national stage entry for the current 
application. 
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submitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office on 
March 13,2008 
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The ISR cites Japanese Patent Application Publication Nos. JP 2003-062559, 
JP 2002-125657, JP 2000-167596, JP 2000-139449 and JP 9-234060 and the Xu, Obojska 
and Maugeri publications, listed on Form PTO/SB/08a. The attached copies of the Japanese 
patent publications are accompanied by partial English-language translations. 

Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 7-184640 arid the Foundation of 
Civil Engineering Study Center, Kume and Fujio publications, listed on Form PTO/SB/08a, 
are cited in the specification at page 1, line 24 to page 2, line 6. The attached copies of the 
Japanese patent publications and the Foundation of Civil Engineering Study Center 
publication are accompanied by partial English-language translations. 

Attached is a Supplementary European Search Report for counterpart 
European Application No. 03818540.1, which cites the Sung, Nazina and Marchant 
publications, listed on Form PTO/SB/08a. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fee is believed to be due for the 
submission of this Information Disclosure Statement, as it is being submitted before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless, the Commissioner for 
Patents is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required to Deposit Account 
No. 23-0650. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Registration No. 28,498 
Attorney for Applicants 
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Telephone: (412)471-8815 
Facsimile: (412)471-4094 
E-mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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